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Billups named as finalist for USA World Championship team
 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo., July 28, 2010 -- Nuggets point guard Chauncey Billups is 
among the 15 players selected as finalists for the 2010 USA World Championship team, USA 
Basketball chairman Jerry Colangelo announced today.

Billups, a five-time NBA All-Star, averaged a career-high 19.5 points and 5.6 assists while 
helping the Nuggets win their second consecutive Northwest Division title during the 2009-10 
season. At 33 years old, he became the oldest player in NBA history to average at least 19 points 
for the first time in his career.

This marks the second time Billups will represent his country. The Denver native was a member 
of the U.S. team that went 10-0 en route to winning the gold medal at the 2007 FIBA Americas 
Championship.

Joining Billups among the Team USA finalists are Tyson Chandler (Dallas Mavericks); Stephen 
Curry (Golden State Warriors); Kevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder); Rudy Gay (Memphis 
Grizzlies); Eric Gordon (Los Angeles Clippers); Danny Granger (Indiana Pacers); Jeff Green 
(Oklahoma City Thunder); Andre Iguodala (Philadelphia 76ers); Brook Lopez (New Jersey 
Nets); Kevin Love (Minnesota Timberwolves); Lamar Odom (Los Angeles Lakers); Rajon 
Rondo (Boston Celtics); Derrick Rose (Chicago Bulls); and Russell Westbrook (Oklahoma City 
Thunder). 

The group will take part in a training camp in New York from Aug. 10-16 in preparation for the 
FIBA World Championship for Men, which will be held Aug. 28-Sept. 12 in Turkey. The final 
U.S. roster will be trimmed to 12 shortly before the competition.
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Kevin Durant, the NBA's leading scorer in 
2009-10, headlines a list of 15 players 
who USA Basketball announced today as 
finalists for the 2010 USA World 
Championship Team.

(Photo: Andrew D. Bernstein/NBAE/Getty Images)

2010 USA Men’s World Championship Roster Trimmed To 15

-- USA To Resume Training In New York City August 
10 --

Colorado Springs, Colo. • July 28, 2010

2010 USA National Team Roster•
2010 USA World Championship Team Finalists 
Roster

•

Teleconference Transcript •

Following four days of training and an intra-squad 
exhibition game that were held July 19-24 in Las Vegas, 
Nev., USA Basketball chairman Jerry Colangelo today 
announced that 15 players had been selected as finalists 
for the 2010 USA World Championship Team. 

Named as finalists for the USA World Championship 
Team were Chauncey Billups (Denver Nuggets); Tyson 
Chandler (Dallas Mavericks); Stephen Curry (Golden 
State Warriors); Kevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder); 
Rudy Gay (Memphis Grizzlies); Eric Gordon (Los 
Angeles Clippers); Danny Granger (Indiana Pacers); 
Jeff Green (Oklahoma City Thunder); Andre Iguodala 
(Philadelphia 76ers); Brook Lopez (New Jersey Nets); 
Kevin Love (Minnesota Timberwolves); Lamar Odom 
(Los Angeles Lakers); Rajon Rondo (Boston Celtics); 
Derrick Rose (Chicago Bulls); and Russell Westbrook 
(Oklahoma City Thunder). 

The 2010-12 USA National Team coaching staff is led by 
Duke University’s Hall of Fame coach Mike Krzyzewski, 
and features as USA assistant coaches Syracuse 
University’s Hall of Fame coach Jim Boeheim, New York 
Knicks head mentor Mike D'Antoni and Portland Trail Blazers head coach Nate McMillan. 

The 15 finalists will reassemble Aug. 9 in New York City and train there Aug. 10-16. The official 12-man USA 
roster that will compete in the 2010 FIBA World Championship must be submitted to FIBA at the technical 
meeting that normally is held the day prior to the start of the competition. 

“We had an outstanding week of training camp in Las Vegas and it is apparent we have a group of guys that 
are very focused, committed, and desirous of playing for USA Basketball. The identity of the team is still 
evolving, but it is pretty obvious we’re going to be very athletic; we’re going to be very strong in the back court; 
we think our shooting ability is underestimated, we think we’ve got a number of people who can shoot the ball; 
and so we’re pleased with our progress to date,” stated Colangelo. 

“We have much more to do in New York and in our upcoming exhibition games as we proceed toward Turkey, 
but we’re excited and enthusiastic about our chances.” added Colangelo. “We’re really pleased with the week 
we had in Vegas. There’s such a great spirit to be on the team and to bring these 15 players to New York, 
they’ve all earned the opportunity to be there. We have an unconventional team that we’re forming, but it’s still 
one that is built with great spirit, athleticism and a little bit more guard oriented than most U.S. teams have 
been,” commented Krzyzewski. 

“I like their attitude. They all want to be on the USA team. They want to learn and they’re willing to sacrifice for 
what’s best for the whole. There’s a great, great spirit of cooperation, an unbelievable spirit of cooperation,” 
Krzyzewski added. USA Basketball opened its 2010 National Team training with a July 19-24 training camp in 
Las Vegas. The Las Vegas camp was concluded July 24 with the 2010 USA Basketball Showcase, an intra-
squad exhibition that saw the USA White Team defeat the USA Blue Team 114-96. Following a short break, 
the selected USA finalists will reassemble in New York City to resume training and to take part in the first-ever 
World Basketball Festival, a four-day celebration of the game’s performance and culture hosted by NIKE, Inc. 
and USA Basketball in New York City. The USA World Championship Team hopefuls will begin their training 
Aug. 10 with a 12 -3 p.m. (EDT) practice at John Jay College. The World Championship Festival tips off Aug. 
12 in Radio City Music Hall with a special showcase featuring the USA Basketball World Championship team 
finalists and moves uptown to Harlem’s legendary Rucker Park basketball courts on Aug. 13 and 14. 

The Festival concludes Sunday, Aug. 15, when the USA squad takes on France at Madison Square Garden, 1 
p.m. (EDT), in the first game of an exhibition doubleheader. China will meet Puerto Rico at 3:30 p.m. (EDT) in 
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the second contest. Tickets for the exhibition doubleheader, which start at $15, are available on the Web via 
www.Ticketmaster.com and www.thegarden.com, by phone at 1-800-4-NBA-TIX, and at the box office at 
Madison Square Garden. 

In addition to the game against France at Madison Square Garden, the USA will play three world basketball 
powers in exhibition games, or “friendlies,” in preparation for the 2010 FIBA World Championship. In advance 
of that tournament, the Americans will meet Lithuania on Aug. 21 and Spain on Aug. 22 in Madrid, Spain, and 
play Greece in Athens on Aug. 25. 

All of these friendlies are part of the new Global Community Cup, which will include all USA Basketball 
exhibition games played outside of formal international competitions. Along with the games, the Global 
Community Cup features a social responsibility element that will highlight USA Basketball’s commitment to 
giving back to communities in the U.S. and abroad. 

2010 FIBA World Championship  
The 2010 FIBA (International Basketball Federation) World Championship for Men will be held Aug. 28-Sept. 
12 in Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir and Kayseri, Turkey. Twenty-four teams will compete in the 2010 FIBA World 
Championship for Men and those teams were divided into four preliminary round groups consisting of six 
teams each. The United States was drawn on Dec. 15 into preliminary round Group B, and is joined by Brazil, 
Croatia, Iran, Slovenia and Tunisia. 

The U.S. will open the ‘10 Worlds on Aug. 28 against Croatia, a team it has never faced in World 
Championship play, but a squad the USA is 3-0 versus in Olympic action. Facing its second European team in 
as many days, the Americans on Aug. 29 will meet Slovenia, a team it defeated 114-95 in 2006 World 
Championship preliminary play in their only prior World Championship meeting. FIBA Americas Zone 
champion Brazil will challenge the U.S. on Aug. 29. The USA-Brazil World Championship series stands at 6-5 
in favor of the United States with the two teams’ last meeting in the 1998 World Championship. 

Following a day off on Aug. 31, the USA resumes play Sept. 1 against Asia Zone champ Iran, a team it has 
not faced previously in World Championship play, then closes out preliminary play with a contest versus 
Tunisia on Sept. 2, another team that the Americans have not met in World Championship action. 

Held every four years and considered international basketball’s diamond event, the U.S. has had mixed 
results in World Championship play. 

Claiming the bronze medal with an 8-1 record in 2006 when the championship was held in Japan, the U.S. 
last claimed gold at the 1994 World Championship in Toronto, Canada, with a team comprised of NBA stars. 

All told, the USA has won 10 medals in World Championship play - three gold medals (1954, 1986 and 1994), 
three silver medals (1950, 1959 and 1982) and four bronze medals (1974, 1990, 1998 and 2006). USA teams 
have compiled an overall 105-27 win-loss record in the World Championships for a 79.5 winning percentage. 

The winner of the 2010 FIBA World Championship automatically earns a berth in the 2012 London Olympics. 

Copyright © 2010 NBA Media Ventures, LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of USABasketball.com may be duplicated, redistributed or manipulated in any form. By accessing any information beyond this 
page, you agree to abide by the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. 

Fan Relations | Advertise on USABasketball.com 
USABasketball.com is part of the NBA network of websites. 

Page 2 of 2USA Basketball: 2010 USA Men’s World Championship Roster Trimmed To 15

8/2/2010http://www.usabasketball.com/mens/national/usa_mwc_15finalists_2010_07_28.html


